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PREAMBLE
The BIBLE admonishes us saying, “let all things be done decently and in order”. To this end, and in order that an effective witness for Jesus
Christ may be established, we the members of the Hyde Park Baptist Church adopt the following Constitution and By-Laws to which we
voluntarily submit ourselves.
•
(1 Cor 14:40 KJV) Let all things be done decently and in order.
ARTICLE 1 – NAME AND PURPOSE
SECTION 1.01—NAME
This congregation of believers shall be known as the Hyde Park Baptist Church (chartered in the town of Hyde Park, New York).
SECTION 1.02—PURPOSE
This congregation is organized as a church exclusively for charitable, religious, and educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501 (c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Revenue Law), including, but not limited to,
for such purposes, the establishing and maintaining of religious worship, the evangelizing of the unsaved by the proclaiming of the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ; the educating and equipping of believers in a manner consistent with the requirements of Holy Scripture, and the maintaining
of missionary activities in the United States and any foreign country. It is an Independent Baptist Church and is subject to the control of no other
ecclesiastical body
ARTICLE 2 – STATEMENT OF FAITH AND COVENANT
SECTION 2.01—STATEMENT OF FAITH
The following comprise the Scriptural beliefs of this church and its members.
(A) The Holy Scriptures. We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the verbally and plenary inspired Word of
God. The Scriptures are inerrant, infallible and God-breathed and, therefore, are the final authority for faith and life. The sixty-six
books of the Old and New Testament are the complete and divine revelation of God to Man. The original writings were inspired by
God and are not intended for private interpretation (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). The Scriptures shall be interpreted according to
their literal and historical meaning, and all issues of interpretation and meaning shall be determined by the pastor(s) and this
constitution (so help them God). The pastor(s) shall determine which literal translations are appropriate for teaching and preaching in
this church.
•

•

(2 Tim 3:16-17 KJV) All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.
(2 Pet 1:20-21 KJV) Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.

(B) The Godhead. We believe in one triune God, eternally existing in three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—each co-eternal in
being, co-identical in nature, co-equal in power and glory, and having the same attributes and perfections. (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; 2
Cor. 13:14; John 14:10, 26)
•
•
•
•
•

(Deu 6:4 KJV) Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:
(Mat 28:19 KJV) Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
(2 Cor 13:14 KJV) The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Ghost, be with you all. Amen.
(John 14:10 KJV) Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto
you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
(John 14:26 KJV) But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

(C) The Person and Work of Christ.
1. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without ceasing to be God, having been conceived by
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, in order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful men. (Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Luke 1:35; John
1:1-2, 14; 2 Cor. 5:19-21; Gal. 4:4-5; Phil. 2:5-8)
•
•

•

•
•

(Isa 7:14 KJV) Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel.
(Isa 9:6 KJV) For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace.
(Luke 1:35 KJV) And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.
(John 1:1-2 KJV) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God.
(John 1:14 KJV) And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

•

•
•

(2 Cor 5:19-21 KJV) To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
(Gal 4:4-5 KJV) But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
(Phil 2:5-8 KJV) Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought
it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

2. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through His death on the cross as a representative, vicarious,
substitutionary sacrifice; and, that our justification is made sure by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead. (Acts 2:18-36; Rom.
3:24-25; 1 Pet. 2:24; Eph. 1:7; 1 Peter 1:3-5)
•

•

•
•
•

(Acts 2:18-36 KJV) And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and
they shall prophesy: And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire,
and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and
notable day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be saved. Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: Him,
being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands
have crucified and slain: Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not
possible that he should be holden of it. For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before
my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue
was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make
me full of joy with thy countenance. Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that
he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up
Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in
hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.
Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he
saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ.
(Rom 3:24 KJV) Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past, through the forbearance of God;
(1 Pet 2:24 KJV) Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
(Eph 1:7 KJV) In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of his grace;
(1 Pet 1:3-5 KJV) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by
the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

3. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to Heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where, as our High Priest,
He fulfills the ministry of Representative, Intercessor, and Advocate. (Acts 1:9-10; Heb. 9:24; 7:25; Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1-2)
•

•
•
•
•

(Acts 1:9-10 KJV) And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud
received him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel;
(Heb 9:24 KJV) For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:
(Heb 7:25 KJV) Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he
ever liveth to make intercession for them.
(Rom 8:34 KJV) Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
(1 John 2:1 KJV) My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

(D) The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit.
1. We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person who leads us in paths of righteousness, convicts the world of sin, and of judgment; and,
that He is the Supernatural Agent in regeneration, baptizing all believers into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the
day of redemption. (John 16:8-11; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 12:12-14; 2 Cor. 3:6; Eph. 1:13-14)
•

•

(John 16:8-11 KJV) And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me
no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
(Rom 8:9 KJV) But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

•

•
•

(1 Cor 12:12-14 KJV) For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is
not one member, but many.
(2 Cor 3:6 KJV) Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit:
for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
(Eph 1:13-14 KJV) In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:
in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

2. We believe that He is the divine Teacher who assists believers to understand and appropriate the Scriptures and that it is the
privilege and duty of all the saved to be continually filled with the Spirit (Eph. 1:17-18; 5:18; 1 John 2:20, 27)
•

•
•

(Eph 1:17-18 KJV) That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
(Eph 5:18 KJV) And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
(1 John 2:20, 27 KJV) But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. (27) But the anointing
which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in
him.

3. We believe that God is sovereign in the bestowal of spiritual gifts to every believer. God uniquely uses evangelists, pastors,
teachers, and believers, among other gifts, to equip believers in the assembly in order that they can do the work of the ministry. (Rom.
12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28; Eph. 4:7-12)
•

•

•

(Rom 12:3-8 KJV) For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the
measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So
we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing
according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of
faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on
exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with
cheerfulness.
(1 Cor 12:4-11,28 KJV) Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of
administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which
worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by
the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the
same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of
tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. (28)
And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles,
then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.
(Eph 4:7-12 KJV) But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.
Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that
he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is
the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

4. We believe that the gift of healing and speaking in tongues are sign gifts. Speaking in tongues was never the common or
necessary sign of salvation, or filling of the Holy Spirit, and that ultimate deliverance of the body from sickness or death awaits the
consummation of our salvation in the resurrection, though God frequently chooses to answer the prayers of believers for healing. (1
Cor. 1:22; 13:8; 14:21-22)
•
•
•

(1 Cor 1:22 KJV) For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:
(1 Cor 13:8 KJV) Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.
(1 Cor 14:21-22 KJV) In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this
people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them
that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them
which believe.

(E) The Depravity of Man. We believe that man was created in the image and likeness of God; but that in Adam’s sin the human race
fell, sin entered the world, all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God and have become alienated from God. Man is depraved
and, of himself, utterly unable to remedy his lost condition. (Gen. 1:26-27; Rom. 3:22-23; 5:12; 6:23; Eph. 2:1-3; 4:17-19)
•

•
•
•

(Gen 1:26-27 KJV) And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God created he him; male and female created he them.
(Rom 3:22-23 KJV) Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them
that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
(Rom 5:12 KJV) Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned:
(Rom 6:23 KJV) For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

•

•

(Eph 2:1-3 KJV) And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins: Wherein in time past ye
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as
others.
(Eph 4:17-19 KJV) This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles
walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God
through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: Who being past feeling have
given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

(F) Salvation. We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by grace and received by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
Whose precious blood was shed on Calvary for the forgiveness of our sins. We believe that all sins, except blasphemy of the Holy
Spirit, are forgivable. (John 1:12; Eph. 1:7; 2:8-10; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Matt. 12:31-32; 1 John 1:9)
•
•
•

•

•

•

(John 1:12) But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name:
(Ephesians 1:7) In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace;
(Ephesians 2:8-10) For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not
of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
(1 Peter 1:18-19) Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,
from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot:
(Matthew 12:31-32) Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but
the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven
him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.
(1 John 1:9) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(G) The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers.
1. We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God’s power and are thus secure in Christ forever. (John 6:37-40;
10:27-30; Rom. 8:1; 38-39; 1 Cor. 1:4-8; 1 Pet. 1:4-5)
•

•

•
•

•

•

(John 6:37-40) All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out. For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. And this is the
Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up
again at the last day. And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth
on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
(John 10:27-30) My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them
me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one.
(Romans 8:1) There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit.
(Romans 8:38-39) For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(1 Corinthians 1:4-8) I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus
Christ; That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; Even as the testimony
of Christ was confirmed in you: So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Peter 1:4-5) To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

2. We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation through the testimony of God’s Word, which,
however, clearly forbids the use of Christian liberty as an occasion to the flesh. (Rom. 13:13-14; Gal. 5:13; Titus 2:11-15)
•

•
•

(Romans 13:13-14) Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and
wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil
the lusts thereof.
(Galatians 5:13) For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by
love serve one another.
(Titus 2:11-15) For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. These things speak,
and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.

(H) The Church
1. We believe that the local church, which is the body and the espoused bride of Christ, is solely made up of born-again persons. (1 Cor.
12:12-14; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 1:22-23; 5:25-27)

•

•
•
•

(1 Corinthians 12:12-14) For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the
body is not one member, but many.
(2 Corinthians 11:2) For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband,
that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.
(Ephesians 1:22-23) And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
(Ephesians 5:25-27) Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

2. We believe that the establishment and continuance of local churches is clearly taught and defined in the New Testament
Scriptures. (Acts 14:27; 20:17, 28-32; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-11)
•
•
•

•

•

(Acts 14:27) And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God
had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.
(Acts 20:17) And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.
(Acts 20:28-32) Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this,
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember,
that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified.
(1 Timothy 3:1-13) This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A
bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality,
apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;
One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how
to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride
he fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest
he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not
given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let
these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their
wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling
their children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to
themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.
(Titus 1:5-11) For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and
ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful
children not accused of riot or unruly. For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not
soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men,
sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. For there are many unruly and vain talkers and
deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses,
teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake.

3. We believe in the autonomy of the local church free of any external authority or control. (Acts 13:1-4; 15:19-31; 20:28; Rom. 16:1, 4; 1
Cor. 3:9, 16; 5:4-7, 13; 1 Pet. 5:1-4)
•

•

•
•

(Acts 13:1-4) Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas,
and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod
the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands
on them, they sent them away. So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from
thence they sailed to Cyprus.
(Acts 15:19-31) Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned
to God: But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from
things strangled, and from blood. For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in
the synagogues every sabbath day. Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send
chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and
Silas, chief men among the brethren: And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and elders
and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia:
Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting
your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment: It
seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved
Barnabas and Paul, Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have sent
therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by mouth. For it seemed good to the Holy
Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; That ye abstain from meats
offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep
yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: and when they
had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the epistle: Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the
consolation.
(Acts 20:28) Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
(1 Corinthians 5:4-7) In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with
the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the

•
•

spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are
unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:
(1 Corinthians 5:13) But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that
wicked person.
(1 Peter 5:1-4) The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings
of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as
being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear,
ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

4. We recognize believer’s baptism by water emersion and the Lord’s Supper as the Scriptural ordinances of obedience for the church in
this age. (Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 2:41-42; 1 Cor. 11:23-26)
•

•

•

(I)

Separation (Be ye in the world but not of the world). We believe that all the saved should live in such a manner as not to bring
reproach upon their Savior and Lord. God commands His people to separate from all religious apostasy, all worldly and sinful
pleasures, practices, and associations, and to refrain from all immodest and immoderate appearances. (Rom. 12:1-2; 14:13; 2 Cor.
6:14-7:1; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 John 9-11; 1 Cor. 6:19-20)
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

(J)

(Matthew 28:19-20) Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
(Acts 2:41-42) Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers.
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26) For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord
Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and
said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner
also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord's death till he come.

(Romans 12:1-2) I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.
(Romans 14:13) Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.
(2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1) Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath
Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of
God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you,
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. Having therefore these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
(2 Timothy 3:1-5) This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without
natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors,
heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof: from such turn away.
(1 John 2:15-17) Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
(2 John 1:9-11) Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is
partaker of his evil deeds.
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20) What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

The Second Advent of Christ. We believe in the blessed hope, the personal, imminent return of Christ.
1. We know it will be an encouraging event (1 Thes. 4:13,18) for it gives us a joyful hope even in the face of death (Titus 2:13; Eph.
2;12).
2. We know it will be an inevitable event (1 Thes. 4:14) for no matter what, it is going to happen (John 14:3).
3. We know it will be an inclusive event (1 Thes. 4:15) for all who have believed in Christ are going to be included (alive or dead) (1
Cor. 15:51).
4. We know it will be an audible event (1 Thes. 4:16) for the Lord will personally descend to meet us with a great sound of authority
and victory (Rev. 1:10).
5. We know it will be an instantaneous event (1 Thes. 4:17) for the words “caught up” mean to be “suddenly removed”, “swept
away”, “carried off.” (1 Cor. 15:51-52)

(K) The Eternal State.
1. We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life, and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting
punishment. (Matt. 25:46; John 5:28, 29; 11:25-26; Rev. 20:5-6, 12-13)

2.
3.

We believe that the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and present with the Lord, where in conscious
bliss they await the first resurrection, when spirit, soul, and body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord. (Luke 23:43; 2
Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; 3:21; I Thess. 4:16-17; Rev. 20:4-6)
We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain, after death, in conscious punishment and torment until, they shall appear at the
Great White Throne Judgment, and shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to suffer everlasting conscious
punishment and torment. (Matt. 25:41-46; Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-26; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Jude 6-7; Rev. 20:11-15)

(M) The Personality of Satan. We believe that Satan is a person, the author of sin and the instigator of the Fall of Man; that he is the
open and declared enemy of God and man; and that he shall be eternally punished in the Lake of Fire. (Job 1:6-7; Isa. 14:12-17; Matt.
4:2-11; 25:41; Rev. 20:10)
(N) Creation. We believe that God created the universe in six literal, 24-hour periods. We reject evolution, the Gap Theory, the Day-Age
Theory, and Theistic Evolution as unscriptural theories of origin. (Gen. 1-2; Ex. 20:11)
(O) Civil Government. We believe that God has ordained and created all authority consisting of three basic institutions: 1) the home, 2)
the church, and 3) the state. Every person is subject to these authorities, but all (including the authorities themselves) are answerable
to God and governed by His Word. God has given each institution specific Biblical responsibilities and balanced those responsibilities
with the understanding that no institution has the right to infringe upon the other. The home, the church, and the state are equal and
sovereign in their respective Biblically assigned spheres of responsibility under God. (Rom. 13:1-7; Eph. 5:22-24; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet.
2:13-14)
(P) Human Sexuality.
1. We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a
woman. We believe that any form of homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexuality, bestiality, incest, fornication, adultery, and
pornography are sinful perversions of God’s gift of sex. We believe that God disapproves of and forbids any attempt to alter one’s
gender by surgery or appearance. (Gen. 2:24; Gen. 19:5, 13; Gen. 26:8-9; Lev. 18:1-30; Rom. 1: 26-29; 1 Cor. 5:1; 6:9; 1 Thess.
4:1-8; Heb. 13:4)
2. We believe that the only legitimate marriage is the joining of one man and one woman. (Gen. 2:24; 1 Cor. 7:10; Eph. 5:22-23)
•
•
•

(Gen 2:24 KJV) Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh.
(1 Corinthians 7:10) And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her
husband:
(Eph 5:22-23 KJV) Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

(Q) Family Relationships
1. We believe that men and women are spiritually equal in position before God but that God has ordained distinct and separate
spiritual functions for men and women in the home and the church. The husband is to be the leader of the home, and men are to
be the leaders (pastors and deacons) of the church. Accordingly, only men are eligible for licensure and ordination by the
church. (Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:18; 1 Tim. 2:8-15; 3:4-5, 12)
2. We believe that God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. The husband is to love his wife as
Christ loves the church. The wife is to submit herself to the leadership of her husband as the church submits to the headship of
Christ. Children are a heritage from the Lord. Parents are responsible for teaching their children spiritual and moral values and
leading them, through consistent lifestyle example and appropriate discipline, including Scriptural corporal correction. (Gen. 1:2628; Ex. 20:12; Deut. 6:4-9; Ps. 127:3-5; Prov. 19:18; 22:15; 23:13-14; Mk. 10:6-12; I Cor. 7:1-16; Eph. 5:21-33; 6:1-4, Col. 3:1821; Heb. 13:4; I Pet. 3:1-7)
(R) Divorce and Remarriage. We believe that God disapproves of and forbids divorce and intends marriage to last until one of the
spouses dies. Divorce and remarriage is regarded as adultery except on the grounds of fornication. Although divorced and remarried
persons or divorced persons may hold positions of service in the church and be greatly used of God for Christian service, they may not
be considered for the offices of pastor or deacon. (Mal. 2:14-17; Matt. 19:3-12; 1 Tim. 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6)
•

•

(Mal 2:14-17 KJV) Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of
thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.
And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly
seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth. For the
LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with his garment, saith the
LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously. Ye have wearied the LORD
with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in
the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment?
(Mat 19:3-12 KJV) The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man
to put away his wife for every cause? And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which
made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and
mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. They say unto him, Why did
Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them, Moses
because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not
so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another,
committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. His disciples say unto
him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry. But he said unto them, All men cannot
receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their
mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which
have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive
it.

•
•
•

(1 Tim 3:2 KJV) A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour,
given to hospitality, apt to teach;
(1 Tim 3:12 KJV) Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.
(Titus 1:6 KJV) If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or
unruly.

(S) Abortion. We believe that human life begins at conception and that the unborn child is a living human being. Abortion constitutes the
unjustified, unexcused taking of unborn human life. Abortion is murder. We reject any teaching that abortions of pregnancies due to
rape, incest, birth defects, gender selection, birth or population control, or the physical or mental well being of the mother are
acceptable. (Job 3:16; Ps. 51:5; 139:14-16; Isa. 44:24; 49:1, 5; Jer. 1:5; 20:15-18; Luke 1:44)
(T) Love. We believe that we should demonstrate love for others, not only toward fellow believers, but also toward both those who are not
believers and those who oppose us. We are to deal with those who oppose us graciously, gently, patiently, and humbly. God forbids
the stirring up of strife, the taking of revenge, or the threat or the use of violence as a means of resolving personal conflict or obtaining
personal justice. Although God commands us to abhor sinful actions, we are to love and pray for any person who engages in such
sinful actions. (Lev. 19:18; Matt. 5:44-48; Luke 6:31; John 13:34-35; Rom. 12:9-10; 17-21; 13:8-10; Phil. 2:2-4; 2 Tim. 2:24-26; Titus
3:2; 1 John 3:17-18)
(U) Lawsuits Between Believers. We believe that Christians are prohibited from bringing civil lawsuits against other Christians or the
church to resolve personal disputes. We believe the church possesses all the resources necessary to resolve personal disputes
between members. We do believe, however, that a Christian may seek compensation for injuries from another Christian’s insurance
company as long as the claim is pursued without malice or slander. (1 Cor. 6:1-8; Eph. 4:31-32)
(V) Missions. We believe that God has given the church a great commission to proclaim the Gospel to all nations so that there might be a
great multitude from every nation, tribe, ethnic group, and language group who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. As ambassadors of
Christ we must use all available means to go to foreign nations (including our own) and not wait for them to come to us. (Matt. 28:1920; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48; John 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 5:20)
(W) Giving. We believe that every Christian, as a steward of that portion of God’s wealth entrusted to him, is obligated to support his local
church financially. We believe that God has established the tithe as a basis for giving, but that every Christian should also give other
offerings sacrificially and cheerfully to the support of the church, the relief of those in need, and the spread of the Gospel. We believe
that a Christian relinquishes all rights to direct the use of the tithe or offering once the gift has been made. (Gen. 14:20; Prov. 3:9-10;
Acts 4:34-37; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 9:6-7; Gal. 6:6; Eph. 4:28; 1 Tim. 5:17-18; 1 John 3:17)
SECTION 2.02—AUTHORITY OF STATEMENT OF FAITH
The Statement of Faith does not exhaust the extent of our faith. The Bible itself is the sole and final source of all that we believe. We do
believe, however, that the foregoing Statement of Faith accurately represents the teaching of the Bible and, therefore, is binding upon all
members. All literature used in the church shall be in complete agreement with the Statement of Faith.
SECTION 2.03—COVENANT
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, and on profession of our faith, having been
baptized in the name of our Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do now, in the presence of God, angels, and this assembly, most
solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body in Christ.
We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this church in knowledge,
holiness and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines; to give it a sacred
preeminence over all institutions of human origin; and to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the
church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all nations.
We also engage to maintain family and private devotions; to religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation of our kindred, acquaintances,
and all others; to walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful to our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment; to
avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to strive to avoid worldly, ungodly amusements and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the
Kingdom of our Savior.
We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to
cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy of speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation, and mindful of the
rules of our Savior, and to secure reconciliation without delay.
We moreover engage, that when we remove from this place, we will as soon as possible unite with some other church where we can carry out
the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word.
ARTICLE 3 – MEMBERSHIP
SECTION 3.01—QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
Each applicant desiring to become a member shall meet first with the senior pastor followed by an interview with at least two deacons. One of
those deacons shall than recommend that candidate to the church body. Upon a majority vote of the members present at any church service or
meeting, membership shall be extended to all who have had and whose lives evidence a genuine experience of regeneration through faith in and
acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior; who renounce sin; who endeavor to live a consecrated life wholly unto the Lord; who
fully subscribe to the Statement of Faith contained herein; who enter into the church covenant contained herein; who agree to submit to the
authority of the church and its leaders as set forth herein; and upon compliance with any one of the following conditions:
(A) By baptism (immersion) as a true believer in Christ Jesus as personal Savior;
(B) By letter of transfer from another Bible-believing church of like faith and practice, or other written statement of good standing from the
prior church if the applicant has been baptized by immersion subsequent to a profession of faith;
(C) By testimony of faith, having been baptized by immersion; or
(D) By restoration, if having been removed from membership, upon majority vote of the congregation after confession is made publicly
before the church membership of the sin or sins involved, and satisfactorily evidencing repentance to the pastor (or the board of
deacons if the office of pastor is vacant).

SECTION 3.02—DUTIES OF A MEMBER
On becoming a member of this church, in addition to the covenant contained in Article 2, Section 2.03, each one further covenants to love,
honor, and esteem the pastor(s); to pray for them; to recognize their authority in spiritual affairs of the church; to cherish a brotherly love for all
members of the church; to support the church in prayer, tithes, offerings and with other financial support as the Lord enables; and in accordance
with Biblical commands, to support and serve through a lifestyle walk affirming the beliefs and practices of the church.
SECTION 3.03—PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP
(A) Only members at least eighteen years of age who are physically present at a duly called meeting of the church shall be entitled to
vote. There shall be no proxy or absentee voting.
(B) This congregation functions not as a pure democracy, but as a body under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ and the direction of
the pastor(s) as the under-shepherds of God with the counsel of the board of deacons. Determinations of the internal affairs of this
church are ecclesiastical matters and shall be determined exclusively by the church’s own rules and procedures. The pastor(s) shall
oversee and/or conduct all aspects of this church. The board of deacons shall give counsel and assistance to the pastor(s) as
requested by them.
(C) Membership in this church does not afford the members with any property, contractual, or civil rights based on principles of democratic
government. Although the general public is invited to all of the church’s worship services, the church property remains private
property. A pastor (or in his absence, an individual designated by the board of deacons) has the authority to suspend or revoke the
right of any person, including a member, to enter or remain on church property. If after being notified of such a suspension or
revocation, the person enters or remains on church property, the person may, in the discretion of the pastor (or in his absence, an
individual designated by the board of deacons), be treated as a trespasser.
(D) A member, upon five-business days prior written request made upon the church, may inspect or copy the prepared financial
statements of the church, the minutes of the proceedings of church meetings, and the minutes of the proceedings of board meetings.
1. A member may not, under any circumstances, inspect or copy any record relating to individual contributions to the church,
individual personal sensitive material, or the accounting books and financial records of the church.
2. The church may impose a reasonable charge, covering the costs of labor and material, for copies of any documents provided to
the member before releasing the copies to the member.
SECTION 3.04—DISCIPLINE OF A MEMBER
(A) There shall be a discipline committee consisting of the pastors and members of the board of deacons. These men shall have sole
authority in determining heretical deviations from the Statement of Faith and violations of the church covenant. If a pastor or a deacon
is the subject of a disciplinary matter, he shall not sit as a member of the discipline committee. The pastors and deacons shall be
entitled to the same steps as other church members and be subject to the same discipline.
(B) Members are expected to demonstrate special loyalty and concern for one another. When a member becomes aware of an offense of
such magnitude that it hinders spiritual growth and testimony, he is to go alone to the offending party and seek to restore his
brother. Before he goes, he should first examine himself. When he goes, he should go with a spirit of humility and have the goal of
restoration.
(C) If reconciliation is not reached, a second member, either a deacon or a pastor, is to accompany the one seeking to resolve the
matter. This second step should also be preceded by self-examination and exercised in a spirit of humility with the goal of restoration.
(D) If the matter is still unresolved after the steps outlined in subsections (B) and (C) have been taken, the discipline committee, as the
church representatives Biblically responsible for putting down murmuring, shall hear the matter. If the matter is not resolved during the
hearing before the discipline committee, the committee shall recommend to the members of the church that they, after selfexamination, make an effort personally to go to the offending member and seek that member’s restoration.
(E) If the matter is still unresolved after the steps outlined in subsections (B), (C), and (D) have been taken, such members who refuse to
repent and be restored are to be removed from the membership of the church upon a majority vote of the membership present at a
meeting called for the purpose of considering disciplinary action.
(F) No matter may be heard by the discipline committee or the church unless the steps outlined in subsections (B) and (C) have been
taken, except in the case of a public offense.
(G) If an unrepentant offending party is removed from the church membership, all contact with him from that point forward must be for the
sake of restoration.
(H) The procedures provided in this section are based on Matt. 18:15-20; Rom. 16:17-18; 1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 Cor. 2:1-11; Gal. 6:1; 1 Thess.
5:14; 2 Thess. 3:6, 10-15; 1 Tim. 5:19-20; and Titus 3:10-11.
•

•

•

Matthew 18:15-20 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee
and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with
thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he
shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an
heathen man and a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of
you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which
is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.
Romans 16:17-18 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.
1 Corinthians 5:1-13 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not
so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. And ye are puffed up, and have
not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. For I verily, as
absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so
done this deed, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For
even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with
the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I wrote unto you in
an epistle not to company with fornicators: Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the
covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world. But now I have written
unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or
a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. For what have I to do to judge them
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also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within? But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore
put away from among yourselves that wicked person.
2 Corinthians 2:1-11 But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness. For if I
make you sorry, who is he then that maketh me glad, but the same which is made sorry by me? And I wrote this
same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having
confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all. For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto
you with many tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more
abundantly unto you. But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may not
overcharge you all. Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many. So that
contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up
with overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him. For to this end
also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. To whom ye forgive any
thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of
Christ; Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.
Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit
of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.
1 Thessalonians 5:14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded,
support the weak, be patient toward all men.
2 Thessalonians 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.
2 Thessalonians 3:10-15 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not
work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at
all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with
quietness they work, and eat their own bread. But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any man obey
not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count
him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
1 Timothy 5:19-20 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. Them that sin
rebuke before all, that others also may fear.
Titus 3:10-11 A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject; Knowing that he that is
such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.

SECTION 3.05—TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP
Members not under the disciplinary process of Section 3.04 may request that letters of transfer be sent to another church.
SECTION 3.06—TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP
(A) The membership of any individual member shall be automatically terminated without notice if the member in question has not attended
a regular worship service of the church in the preceding six months. Upon good cause being shown to the pastors, this provision for
termination may be waived in the case of any individual member at the discretion of the pastor(s).
(B) No member of this church may hold membership in another church. If any member unites in membership with another church, that
person is automatically terminated without notice from membership in this church.
(C) A member may resign at any time, but no letter of transfer or written statement of good standing will be issued upon such resignation,
except at the discretion of the pastors.
ARTICLE 4 – OFFICERS
SECTION 4.01—CHURCH OFFICERS
The church officers are pastor(s) (see Article 5, Section 5.01 & 5.05), deacon(s) (see Article 5, Section 5.02), and treasurer (see Article 5,
Section 5.04). One person may hold two or more offices, except that of pastor.
SECTION 4.02—DESIGNATION OF CORPORATE OFFICERS
As an accommodation to legal relationships outside the church, the senior pastor shall serve as president of the corporation; the church
administrator (not a church officer position) shall keep the records and serve as secretary of the corporation; the treasurer shall serve as
treasurer of the corporation; and the chairman of the board of deacons shall serve as vice president of the corporation.
SECTION 4.03—ELIGIBILITY FOR OFFICE
(A) The church shall not install or retain an officer who fails to adhere to or expresses disagreement with the Statement of Faith. All
church officers, upon request of the senior pastor, shall affirm their agreement with the Statement of Faith (as set forth in Article 2).
(B) Potential church officers may be nominated by the standing board of deacons or Senior Pastor for consideration by the congregation
members at any regular church administration meeting (see Section 4.04 C). All church officers must be approved initially and
thereafter annually by the senior pastor (if there is no senior pastor, the officers shall be approved by the church body) in order for
them to commence or continue in their offices.
(C) Only church members are eligible for election or appointment to any church office or position.
SECTION 4.04—TERMS OF OFFICE
(A) The relationship between the senior pastor and the church shall be permanent unless dissolved at the option of either party by the
giving of a month’s notice, or less by mutual consent. The calling of a pastor or severance of the relationship between the pastor and
the church may be considered at any regular church administration meeting, provided notice to that effect shall have been given from
the pulpit to the church two Sundays prior to said regular church administration meeting. A three-fourths majority of eligible voting
members shall be required to call a pastor or to sever the relationship between the pastor and the church. Disciplinary removal of the
pastor from office automatically terminates his membership. A restoration to membership after disciplinary removal will be subject to
the requirements of Section 3.01(D).
(B) The term of service for all elected offices and appointed positions in the church, except a pastor or treasurer, shall be one year, at the
expiration of which they may be re-elected or re-appointed. No elected or appointed office or position shall be more than 3 consecutive
years. A mandatory one year period out of office shall be required for all positions prior to consideration for re-election or appointment.
In the event elected offices or appointed positions are replaced by larger than 1/3, the offices and pastor shall appoint 1, 2, and 3 year
terms to the elected and appointed members in order to maintain the staggered nature of the term of service.

(C) A vacancy occurring in any office or board, except in the case of the senior pastor, may be filled at any regular church administration
meeting. The person filling the position shall also complete and adhere to that person’s term of service.
(D) Members of the board of deacons may be removed from office for unbiblical conduct, as determined by the pastor(s) and the deacons,
upon a majority vote of the remaining members of the board.
SECTION 4.05—ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The annual election of officers by the church membership shall occur during the month of January at the annual church administration meeting.
SECTION 4.06—PASTORAL OVERSIGHT OF OFFICERS AND STAFF
(A) Subject to the approval of the church membership and on the condition that they shall become a member of the church upon assuming
their duties, the senior pastor may hire associates and assistants to assist the pastor in carrying out his God-given responsibilities.
(B) All church staff, whether paid or volunteer, shall be under the supervision of the senior pastor who has the sole authority to
dismiss the same, with majority approval of the standing board and public notification to the church congregation. No employee or
volunteer shall be hired, appointed, or retained who fails to adhere to or expresses disagreement with the Statement of Faith.
ARTICLE 5 – DUTIES AND POWERS OF OFFICERS
SECTION 5.01—THE SENIOR PASTOR
(A) The pastor shall preach the Gospel regularly and shall be at liberty to preach the whole counsel of the Word of God as the Lord leads
him. He shall oversee the administration of the ordinances of the church, supervise the teaching ministries of the church, and tenderly
watch over the spiritual interests of the membership.
(B) The pastor shall appoint the members of the various committees.. He shall serve as the president of the corporation. He shall inform
all newly elected officers of the particular function and the responsibilities of their respective offices. He shall extend the right hand of
fellowship to all new members on behalf of the church and perform such other duties as generally appertain to such a position. The
pastor shall be free to choose the means and methods by which he exercises the ministry that God has given him.
(C) All appointments for public worship and Bible study and the arrangements thereof, including time and place and the use of the property
belonging to the church for purposes other than the stated appointments, shall be under the control of the pastor.
SECTION 5.02—THE BOARD OF DEACONS
(A) The board of deacons shall assist the pastor(s), in such manner as the senior pastor shall request, in promoting the spiritual welfare of
the church, in conducting the religious services, and in performing other work of the church. They shall make provision for the
observance of the ordinances of the church. In addition to the senior pastor interviewing a potential member, a minimum of two
deacons shall consider applications for church membership. They shall, in cooperation with the pastor(s), disburse the benevolence
fund. They shall assist the pastor(s) in visitation and all other evangelistic efforts of the church. The board of deacons shall assist the
pastor(s) in caring for the administrative needs of the church’s various ministries as requested by the senior pastor. They shall provide
the pulpit supply if a pastor is unavailable or the office of pastor is vacant. Upon the death, resignation, or dismissal of the senior
pastor, the board of deacons may appoint a pulpit committee (unless an associate pastor has been previously elected whereby he will
then become the senior pastor with ¾ approval of the church).
(B) Immediately following the annual church administration meeting, the board of deacons shall assemble and elect, from their own
number, a chairman (who shall be vice president of the corporation) and a secretary (who will record minutes from the board
meetings).
(C) The board of deacons shall elect within themselves the board of trustees of the corporation. By New York State law the number of
trustees shall be 3, 6, 9, 12, or 18. The board of trustees shall exercise only the following specific powers, upon authorization by a
majority vote of the members present at a duly called church administration meeting:
1. To purchase, hold, lease, or otherwise acquire real and personal property on behalf of the church, and to take real and personal
property by will, gift, or bequest on behalf of the church;
2. To sell, convey, alienate, transfer, lease, assign, exchange, or otherwise dispose of, and to mortgage, pledge, or otherwise
encumber the real and personal property of the church, to borrow money and incur indebtedness for the purpose and the use of
the church; to cause to be executed, issued, and delivered for the indebtedness, in the name of the church, promissory notes,
bonds, debentures, or other evidence of indebtedness; and to secure repayment by deeds of trust, mortgages, or pledges; and
3. To exercise all powers necessary for the dissolution of the church corporation.
4. Any spending outside the budgeted item or project must be approved by the deacons and pastors (by two-thirds agreement) in
the amount not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1000). Any amount that is greater than one thousand dollars ($1000) must be
presented to the church members and approved by majority vote.
(D) All Deacons shall meet the qualifications of a deacon as described in 1 Timothy 3:8-13. Let all voting members carefully and
prayerfully examine each potential man before he/she elects who will serve in this role.
•

1 Timothy 3:8-13 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy
of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also first be proved; then let
them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers,
sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own
houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and
great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

(E) There must always be a minimum of 4 Board Members. The board should consist of odd numbers including the pastor(s). If there are
no qualified men available to meet the minimum requirement, a temporary man from the congregation may be appointed by the
pastor(s) or the board if there is no pastor available to serve as a board member but not serve as a deacon.
SECTION 5.025—Board of Elders
(A)
The Board of Elders, which may consist of laymen, is only responsible for providing spirtitual leadership, counsel, guidance, and accountability
for the overall ministry of the church. The Elder Board may consist of only the Senior Pastor and has no minimum or maxium number to its members.
The Senior Pastor has the sole authority to select men to be members of the Elder Board. The Senior Pastor, or by majority vote of the Deacon Board,
an Elder may be excused from office. Members of the Elder Board may hold more than one office position.

SECTION 5.03—CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR

The church administrator shall:
(A) Certify and keep at the office of the church, the original bylaws or a copy, including all amendments or alterations to the bylaws;
(B) Keep at the place where the bylaws or a copy are kept a record of the proceedings of meetings of the board of deacons, with the time
and place of holding, the notice of meeting given, the names of these present at the meetings;
(C) Sign, certify, or attest documents as may be required by law;
(D) See that all notices are duly given in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws. (In case of the absence or disability of the church
administrator, or his or her refusal or neglect to act, notice may be given and served by the pastor.);
(E) Be custodian of the records of the church, including the membership roll, baptisms, and certificates of ordination, licenses and
commissions;
(F) See that the reports, statements, certificates, and all other documents and records required by law are properly kept and filed;
(G) Exhibit at all reasonable times to proper persons on terms provided by law the bylaws and minutes of proceedings of the board of
deacons or the minutes of the meetings of the church members;
(H) Keep an account of any special events in the life of the church which are of historical interest and give a report at the annual church
administration meeting of the status of the church membership roll in the past year;
(I) Keep all records at the office of the church and deliver them to any successor upon leaving office;
(J) Though not an officer of the church, he/she will serve as the secretary of the corporation.
(K) Be hired by the pastors.
SECTION 5.04—TREASURER
The Treasurer shall:
(A) Have charge and custody of, and be responsible for, all funds of the corporation, and deposit all funds in the name of the church in
banks, trust companies, or other depositories as shall be selected by the pastor or the board of deacons;
(B) Receive, and give receipt for all contributions, gifts, and donations to the church;
(C) Disburse, or cause to be disbursed, the funds of the church as may be directed by the pastor, the board of deacons, or the budget
adopted by the members of the church at the annual church administration meeting, taking proper vouchers for the disbursements;
(D) Keep and maintain adequate and correct accounts of the church’s properties and business transactions including account of its assets,
liabilities, receipts, disbursements, and capital;
(E) Make all expenditures of the church (except miscellaneous petty cash disbursements) by check or online payment;
(F) When and as requested, render to the pastor and the board of deacons accounts of all his transactions as treasurer and of the
financial condition of the church;
(G) Present a written report of itemized disbursements at the annual church administration meeting;
(H) Keep all church financial records at the office of the church and deliver them to any successor upon leaving office;
(I) Serve as treasurer of the corporation.
(J) The treasurer may delegate any of these responsibilities described in (A) through (H) to other individual(s) given the understanding
that he is still accountable for the outcome and the individual(s) are approved by the pastors and deacons
(K) The treasurer must meet the qualifications of a deacon as outlined 1 Timothy 3:8-13. Any unbiblical misconduct shall remove him from
office.
SECTION 5.05—ASSISTANT & ASSOCIATE PASTORS
The Assistant Pastor(s) shall:
(A) Under the direction and guidance of the senior pastor, assist him in carrying out the ministries of the church;
(B) Be voting member(s) on the board of deacons;
(C) Fulfill the qualification of pastor as outlined in 1 Timothy 3:1-7;
•

1 Timothy 3:1-7 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop
then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to
teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that
ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule
his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall
into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall
into reproach and the snare of the devil.

(D) An assistant pastor becomes the associate pastor once he has proven himself to be capable of senior pastor responsibilities. The
senior pastor shall recommend to the board an assistant pastor for the associate position. Once the board has approved the promotion
or hiring, the individual shall be presented to the church members for a vote of three-fourths agreement in favor of becoming the next
associate pastor.
The Associate Pastor shall:
(A) Follow the same responsibilities described under Assistant Pastor;
(B) Be one in number
SECTION 5.06—DUTIES OF ALL OFFICERS
(A) The senior pastor may request from any officer or individual a written report of their work for the annual church administration meeting
and shall surrender any records in their possession to the church administrator at the close of their term of office to be filed as a
permanent record of the work of the church. All records are the property of the church and must be kept in the church office.
(B) Any officer who neglects his duties as outlined in the bylaws may be removed from his office at the discretion of the pastor(s) and
remaining deacons, and another may be appointed by the recommendation of the board, followed by a majority vote of the
membership to serve the un-expired term.
ARTICLE 6 – MEETINGS
SECTION 6.01—MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP
Unless otherwise determined by the senior pastor, the church shall meet each Sunday for public worship and at least once during the week for
Bible study and prayer. Except when circumstances forbid it, the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper shall be observed at least one Sunday each
month.
SECTION 6.02—MEETINGS FOR CHURCH ADMINISTRATION

(A) The annual church administration meeting shall be held on a specified Wednesday in January, at which time the regular church
administration shall be considered. A quorum shall consist of a minimum of twenty-five percent (25) of current voting members to be
present at the meeting.
(B) All church administration meetings shall be opened and closed with prayer for divine guidance and blessing.
(C) The moderator shall be elected by the church membership at the annual church administration meeting. When electing this man, one
must decide if he can be fair and unbiased. He shall not be a member of the Deacon Board. He shall serve for one year but at the
expiration he may be re-elected. He shall serve in his position until his successor is duly elected or appointed. If the moderator is under
church discipline, then a pastor or chairman of the board may step in as moderator. The moderator shall determine the rules of
procedure according to his sense of fairness and common sense, giving all members a reasonable opportunity to be heard on a
matter. The moderator is the final authority on questions of procedure, and his decision is final and controlling. The following order
shall be observed at the regular church administration meetings:
1. Devotions & prayer
2. Reading of minutes
3. Reception of members
4. Dismissal of members
5. Report of officers
6. Reports of standing committees
7. Reports of special committees
8. Unfinished matters
9. Election of officers
10. New matters
11. Adjournment
12. Benediction
(D) For any meeting under this article, the moderator, in his sole discretion, shall have full and unilateral authority to require non-members
to leave the meeting room and to order the immediate removal of any member or other person present who is deemed by the
moderator to be disruptive to the proceedings by act or presence. The moderator shall have full authority to order the removal of all
children (ages to be determined by the moderator) if the moderator determines, in his sole discretion, that circumstances so warrant. If
the moderator determines that compliance with his order of removal is unsatisfactory, the moderator may, in his sole discretion, revoke
the disruptive person’s right to remain on the premises in accordance with Section 3.03(C) and treat the person as a trespasser.
(E) Voting procedures in all church business meetings will be administered as follows:
1. A vote that simply requires a yes or no response shall be taken by a show of hands.
2. All other votes (i.e. electing officers from a list) will be taken by ballot. All ballots will be counted in front of the church
membership present. Three men (a deacon and two church members) will be assigned by the moderator to tally the count.
(F) A secretary will be appointed by the senior pastor and chairman of the board to take meeting minutes. The secretary will assure the
church administrator receives the final transcripts.
SECTION 6.03—SPECIAL MEETINGS
(A) The senior pastor (or chairman of the board if the office of senior pastor is vacant or the senior pastor is the subject of possible
disciplinary action) may call a special meeting by giving notice of such a meeting and the purpose for which it is called to the church
from the pulpit at least one Sunday and not less than one week prior to said meeting. A meeting for the calling of a senior pastor or
the severance of the relationship between the church and senior pastor shall be called in accordance with the provision of Section
4.04(A).
(B) Bible conferences, missionary conferences, and revivals may be held as the pastor deems beneficial.
SECTION 6.04—FISCAL YEAR
The fiscal year of the church shall begin February 1st and end January 31st.
ARTICLE 7 – MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
The filling of this position is optional and may be fulfilled by pastor(s), deacons, staff, and members.
SECTION 7.01—PURPOSE
The church believes that it is to provide all members with an education which is based upon and consistent with Biblical teachings. The church
believes that the home and church are responsible before God for providing a Christian education. To this end, the church shall engage in
ministries in education in keeping with the following dictates.
SECTION 7.02—CHURCH PARTICIPATION
All educational programs or courses of instruction formulated and offered by the church shall be primarily for the benefit of the members of the
church; however, the pastor may permit non-church members to participate in church educational programs or courses of instruction if he deems
it in the best interest of the church.
SECTION 7.03—STAFF MEMBERSHIP
All instructors, teachers, and administrators shall be members of this church. This provision shall not apply to visiting missionaries, evangelists,
or preachers engaged for the purpose of delivering sermons, conducting revivals, or other special meetings on a temporary basis.
SECTION 7.04—STATEMENT OF FAITH ACCORD
All educational programs or courses of instruction shall be taught and presented in full accord with the Statement of Faith of the church. The
church shall not hire, appoint, or retain any employee or volunteer for its educational programs who fails to adhere to or expresses disagreement
with the Statement of Faith.
SECTION 7.05—UNITY
All educational programs or courses of instruction shall be conducted as an integral and inseparable ministry of the church.
SECTION 7.06—TEACHING
All educational programs or courses of instruction shall be conducted consistent with the teaching of the inerrant Word of God. Any assertion or
belief which conflicts with or questions a Bible truth is a pagan deception and distortion of the truth which will be disclaimed as false. It is the
responsibility of every instructor or teacher to present the inerrant Word of God as the sole infallible source of knowledge and wisdom.
SECTION 7.07—CHRISTIAN WALK

All administrators, instructors, and teachers shall continue or adopt a lifestyle consistent with the precepts which they teach, whether in or out of
the classroom.
ARTICLE 8 – ORDINATION
SECTION 8.01—ORDINATION/LICENSE PROCEDURE
Any member of this church or its mission churches, who gives evidence of a genuine call of God into the work of the ministry and possesses the
qualifications stated in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9, may be licensed and/or ordained as a minister of the Gospel.
SECTION 8.02—LICENSE PROCEDURE
Any man who has been approved to be a pastor of this church or its mission churches shall (in a timely fashion) be licensed (thus becoming
legally recognized by the State of New York to fulfill his duties). All board members shall present him before the church membership and confirm
his position with prayer.
SECTION 8.03—ORDINATION PROCEDURE
(A) Upon a conference with the senior pastor and after the pastor has approved the candidate for ordination, the pastor shall call a council
to examine and pass on the qualification of the candidate. Being an independent church, the ordination council shall consist of church
officers and church members. These participants will be determined by the pastors and deacons. Ordained ministers of like faith may
be invited as well.
(B) The senior pastor and the chairman of the deacons shall arrange for the ordination service.
(C) There shall be three areas of examination:
1. Personal Qualification
He shall give positive evidence of salvation and consistent Christian life, fulfilling the requirements of
1 Timothy 3:1-7. In addition, he shall whole-heartedly agree with the doctrinal position of this church.
2. Written Examination
The candidate shall submit a written paper two weeks before the examining council meets outlining his position on essential
doctrines.
3. Oral Examination
The council shall examine the candidate with regards to the following: Christian experience; his call to the ministry; basic
Bible doctrines; and basic principles of church policy and pastoral ethics.
(D) If the candidate is found worthy of ordination by the council, the ordination council may ordain the candidate on behalf of the church.
(E) It shall be within the province of this church discipline, even to revoking the ordination credentials of any minister ordained under this
constitution, if the said minister is found guilty of practices, teaching and preaching of any doctrine other than this constitution adheres
to.
ARTICLE 9 – INDEMNIFICATION
SECTION 9.01—ACTIONS SUBJECT TO INDEMNIFICATION
The church may indemnify any person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party to any threatened, pending or completed action,
suit, or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, administrative, or investigative, including all appeals (other than an action by or in the right of the
church) by reason of the fact that the person is or was a pastor, deacon, officer, employee, or agent of the church, against expenses, including
attorneys’ fees, judgments, fines, and amounts paid in settlement actually and reasonably incurred by him in connection with the action, suit, or
proceeding; and if that person acted in good faith and in a manner he reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the
church and, with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had no reasonable cause to believe his conduct was unlawful. The termination of
any action, suit, or proceeding by judgment, order, settlement, conviction, or on a plea of nolo contendere or its equivalent, shall not, of itself,
create a presumption that the person did not act in good faith and in a manner that he reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best
interests of the church and, with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had no reasonable cause to believe that his or her conduct was
unlawful.
SECTION 9.02—EXPENSES SUBJECT TO INDEMNIFICATION
To the extent that a pastor, deacon, officer, employee, or agent has been successful on the merits or otherwise in defense of any action, suit, or
proceeding referred to in this Article, or in defense of any claim, issue, or matter in that action, suit, or proceeding, he or she may be indemnified
against expenses, including attorneys’ fees, actually and reasonably incurred by him or her in connection with the action, suit, or proceeding.
SECTION 9.03—LIMITATIONS OF INDEMNIFICATION
Any indemnification made under this Article, may be made by the church only as authorized in the specific case on a determination that
indemnification of the pastor, deacon, officer, employee, or agent is proper in the circumstances because he has met the applicable standard of
conduct set forth in Section 1 of this Article. The determination shall be made (a) by a majority vote of a quorum consisting of the pastor and
deacons who were not and are not parties to or threatened with the action, suit, or proceeding; (b) if the described quorum is not obtainable or if
a majority vote of a quorum of disinterested deacons so directs, by independent legal counsel in a written opinion; or (c) by a majority vote of the
members of the church.
SECTION 9.04—TIMING OF INDEMNIFICATION
Expenses of each person seeking indemnification under this Article, may be paid by the church as they are incurred, in advance of the final
disposition of the action, suit, or proceeding, as authorized by the board of deacons in the specific case, on receipt of an undertaking by or on
behalf of the pastor, deacon, officer, employee, or agent to repay the amount if it is ultimately determined that he or she is not qualified to be
indemnified by the church.
SECTION 9.05—EXTENT OF INDEMNIFICATION
The indemnification provided by this Article shall be deemed to be discretionary unless otherwise required as a matter of law or under any
agreement or provided by insurance purchased by the church, both as to action of each person seeking indemnification under this Article in his
official capacity and as to action in another capacity while holding that office, and may continue as to a person who has ceased to be a pastor,
deacon, officer, employee, or agent and may inure to the benefit of the heirs, executors, and administrators of that person.
SECTION 9.06—INSURANCE
The church may purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of any person who is or was a pastor, deacon, officer, employee, or agent of the
church against any liability asserted against him and incurred by him in that capacity, or arising out of his status in that capacity, whether or not
the church would have the power to indemnify him against liability under the provisions of this Article.

ARTICLE 10 – COMMITTEES
SECTION 10.01—STANDING COMMITTEES
The pastor (or the board of deacons if the office of pastor is vacant) shall appoint standing committees and designate a chairperson for each
standing committee and, except when otherwise specifically provided in these bylaws, shall determine the membership of each standing
committee. In addition to the discipline committee, the pastor may appoint other standing committees as he deems appropriate.
SECTION 10.02—SPECIAL COMMITTEES
The board of deacons, in its discretion, may create special committees to provide the board with advice and information regarding matters
submitted to the committee by the board for consideration. The committee shall have no authority to act on behalf of the corporation. The
members of the committee shall be chosen by a majority vote of the board of deacons and shall serve solely at the pleasure of the board of
deacons. The special committee shall be subject to the control and direction of the board of deacons at all times.
ARTICLE 11 – DESIGNATED CONTRIBUTIONS
From time to time the church, in the exercise of its religious, educational, and charitable purposes, may establish various funds to accomplish
specific goals. Contributors may suggest uses for their contributions, but all suggestions shall be deemed advisory rather than mandatory in
nature. All contributions made to specific funds or otherwise designated shall remain subject to the exclusive control and discretion of the pastor
and the board of deacons. No fiduciary obligation shall be created by any designated contribution made to the church other than to use the
contribution for the general furtherance of any of the purposes stated in Section 1.02.
In accordance with I Corinthians 16:1-3; II Corinthians 8,9; Acts 4:32-35; III John 7, the Lord’s work shall be supported by the Lord’s people.
“Upon the first day of the week everyone shall lay by him in store as God hath prospered.”
No profit shall ever accrue to the benefit of any persons from the assets, holdings or other transactions in which this corporation may become
involved.
In the event of the dissolution of this corporation, all its debts shall be satisfied. None of its assets or holdings shall be divided among the
members, but shall be irrevocably dedicated by the trustees to such other non-profit religious corporation as are in agreement with the letter and
spirit of this constitutional statement of faith and in conformity with the requirements of the United States Internal Revenue Service Code.
ARTICLE 12 – BINDING ARBITRATION
SECTION 12.01—SUBMISSION TO ARBITRATION
Believing that lawsuits between believers are prohibited by Scripture, all members of this church agree to submit to binding arbitration any
matters which cannot otherwise be resolved between members of this church, and expressly waive any and all rights in law and equity to
bringing any civil disagreement before a court of law, except that judgment upon the award rendered by the arbitrator may be entered in any
court having jurisdiction thereof.
The arbitrator shall be a pastor of this church. If there is no pastor, a deacon shall then be arbitrator. A pastor or deacon can not be an arbitrator
if they are one of the parties involved in the unresolved situation.
SECTION 12.02—NOTICE OF ARBITRATION
In the event of any dispute, claim, question, or disagreement arising out of or relating to these bylaws or any other church matter, the parties
shall use their best efforts to settle such disputes, claims, questions, or disagreement as befits Christians. To this effect, they shall consult and
negotiate with each other in good faith and, recognizing their mutual interests not to disgrace the name of Christ, seek to reach a just and
equitable solution. If they do not reach such solution within a period of sixty (60) days, then upon notice by either party to the other, disputes,
claims, questions, or differences shall be finally settled by arbitration as described in section 12.01, above, and such Procedures for Arbitration
as are adopted pursuant to Section 12.04, below.
SECTION 12.03—LIMITATIONS ON ARBITRATION DECISIONS
(A) Should any dispute involve matters of church discipline, the arbitrators shall be limited to determining whether the procedures for
church discipline as outlined under Section 3.04, were followed.
(B) Should any dispute involve the removal from office of the pastor or any church officer, the arbitrators shall be limited to determining
whether the procedures set forth in Section 3.04 were followed.
(C) If the person(s) submitting to arbitration are pastor(s) then the person(s) will not preach until arbitration is completed, but may be
assigned duties and job related tasks by the Board of Deacons. Pulpit fills will be used during this time to allow them to focus on the
issues at hand. Pastor(s) will be paid as long as they are cooperating with the arbitration procedures and fulfilling their assigned duties.
SECTION 12.04—ARBITRATION PROCEDURES
The Procedures for Arbitration shall be as adopted by the pastor and the board of deacons. No deacon or pastor shall be involved in the
procedures if he is one of the parties to the unresolved situation.
ARTICLE 13 – AMENDMENTS
These bylaws may be revised or amended by a majority vote of the members present and voting at any regular church administration meeting,
provided that said revision or amendment has been submitted in writing and announced from the pulpit fourteen (14) days before the vote is
taken.
ADOPTION
These bylaws were adopted by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present and voting at a duly called meeting of the church in which a
quorum was present.
These bylaws supersede any other bylaws of Hyde Park Baptist Church of Hyde Park, New York.

